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cause, which is the security of the United 
States. A free and secure Iraq is in our na-
tional security interests. We are at war. 

And it’s essential that the people of Amer-
ica not forget the lessons of September the 
11th, 2001. We are vulnerable to attack. 
There are people that hate us, and there are 
people who are willing to take thousands of 
lives in acts of tremendous violence. And the 
United States must understand that and ad-
just to the new realities. And part of that re-
ality is defeating terrorism and defeating the 
terrorists. 

And that’s precisely what the loved ones 
who died on that day were doing. They were 
making America more secure. And I want 
to thank their families for the ultimate sac-
rifice. 

Yes, ma’am. You’ve been very patient, un-
like some of the others in the press corps——

Q. Well, they took all my questions. 
The President. ——that’s the case. 

California Wildfires 
Q. No, I’m kidding. You’ve had a chance 

to talk to a few of the families here. You 
know, I live here so I’ve seen the destruction, 
as I’m seeing it firsthand here for the first 
time. How do you continue to get these—
give these folks hope? I mean, sometimes 
we’re giving up. 

The President. That’s a really good ques-
tion. The best thing I can do is to listen and 
hug and empathize as best as I can 
empathize. It’s very difficult for me to put 
myself in their position, because it’s their 
home and their possessions. As the lady just 
said, she said, ‘‘All my pictures are gone. All 
my memories have been destroyed in one 
act of nature.’’ And it is a sad moment for 
me to hear that. 

On the other hand, best as I possibly can, 
I try to encourage her and lift up her spirit 
by reminding her that some of the most pre-
cious things are still there, her husband, her 
daughter, who is, by the way, serving in the 
United States military. This was the lady up 
here with whom hopefully she’ll be reunited 
soon and can hug and kiss and love. 

But it’s a very sad moment to listen to the 
stories of those who are obviously devastated 
by what has taken place. And all our jobs, 
for those of us who are still standing, have 

got our lives intact, is to comfort and provide 
comfort and help. 

I met a lady at the airport when I landed 
at Miramar. She’s a Red Cross volunteer. She 
spent 100 hours this week helping people 
who hurt. And I suspect the citizens here 
who are—at the darkest moments will find 
light when a fellow citizen loves them. And 
the response, as I understand, in this neigh-
borhood had been terrific, where people 
have come together and they want to help 
their—help their fellow citizens. 

Okay, listen, thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:37 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Dianne Jacob, supervisor, 
second district, County of San Diego; former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Mike Brown, 
Under Secretary for Emergency Preparedness 
and Response, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity; and Red Cross volunteer Suellen Mayberry. 
A tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks.

Remarks to Off-Duty Firefighters 
and Volunteers in El Cajon, 
California 
November 4, 2003

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
such a warm greeting. I want to say a couple 
of things. First, I want to say it’s a great pleas-
ure to be in the presence of people who have 
dedicated their lives to saving life, people 
who have heard a call, and the call is to serve 
something greater than yourself. 

And I saw firsthand the—Governor Davis 
and Governor-elect Schwarzenegger and I 
saw firsthand what it means for people to 
draw a line in the sand and say, ‘‘This fire 
is not getting any farther.’’ We saw devasta-
tion on one side—and for those victims, we 
send our prayers and our love—but we saw 
what heroic efforts meant, for people who 
said, ‘‘We’re not going to yield.’’ And we’re 
here, first and foremost, to thank you all for 
setting such a great example and for serving 
your community and for saving lives. There’s 
no better calling, is there? God bless you for 
that. Thank you. 

I want to thank all the State officials who 
are working hard. See, one of the things I’m 
looking for is to make sure that there’s good 
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cooperation between the Federal Govern-
ment and the State Government and the 
local firefighters. I want to make sure FEMA 
is doing its job. Sometimes the President gets 
the cook’s tour, if you know what I mean. 
[Laughter] I’m interested in hearing the 
truth, and I believe I’ve been told the truth 
and that there has been good coordination. 
And if we need to learn any lessons, we’ll 
learn the lessons. 

But I want to thank you all for not only 
fighting the fires, but I want to thank those 
who are now responsible for helping rebuild 
lives, for the quick response—to answer peo-
ple’s questions and to make those State and 
Federal loans and grants available quickly to 
the communities that have been hurt. I want 
to thank all the local officials who are here, 
the mayors and the supervisors, the fire 
chiefs, everybody who is serving their com-
munity. Thanks for coming. Thanks for giving 
us a chance to praise your efforts. 

As well I want to thank the leaders of the 
tribal nations who are here, the Members of 
the United States Congress. I suspected that 
they might be here because they want a nice 
ride back to Washington. [Laughter] But 
then I realized that they care deeply about 
the people whose lives have been upset. 
After all, Duncan Hunter—Congressman 
Hunter lost his own home in the fire. 

He reflected the spirit, by the way, of the 
people who we’ve met. He said, ‘‘Don’t worry 
about me. I’m going to rebuild. You don’t 
have to worry about me, Mr. President. I’m 
going to rally. I’m going to pick up my life 
and move it on.’’ And those are the citizens 
I met today, up in this valley where this fire 
just came roaring through like a chimney. All 
their possessions were gone, but to the per-
son, their spirit was strong and able. They 
said, ‘‘God is on my side,’’ one family said. 
I said, ‘‘We heard.’’

I want to thank Bill Clayton. Mike Simp-
son—— 

Audience member. Woo-hoo! 
The President. Yes. Mike, I’m glad your 

sister came. [Laughter] I want to thank Chief 
Jeff Bowman, Bill McCammon, Chief Bill 
McCammon, and Chief Ernie Mitchell for 
the briefing we had today, to see the scope 
and the size of this massive amount of de-
struction that took place. I think when people 

realize the scope of the fires, the historic na-
ture of these fires, they’ll realize what a su-
perhuman effort you all put in to save lives. 
This is, to me, an ultimate act of sacrifice. 

I do want to pay tribute and homage to 
Steve Rucker. Steve’s fire chief said he wasn’t 
sent there; he asked to go. And that’s the 
spirit of a lot of the people here we’re looking 
at. You weren’t sent there; you asked to go. 
You’ve heard a call, and you’ve responded, 
and you put your life at risk. To Steve’s fam-
ily, we send our deepest condolences and 
prayers to his comrades. We thank you for 
honoring his fallen memory. May God bless 
him, and may God bless his loved ones as 
well. 

When I landed at Miramar—and by the 
way, the fire was right up there to the run-
way—I met a lady named Sue Mayberry. 
She’s a Red Cross volunteer. This week, she 
volunteered 100 hours of her time to help 
people who hurt. She set up an emergency 
shelter at a high school or a school in Ra-
mona. And then the fires came roaring to-
ward Ramona. So she and others moved 550 
families safely to Julian. 

The reason I bring up Sue is there are 
a lot of people who are deeply concerned 
about the 27,000 displaced persons. There 
are people in your communities, when they 
hear that over 3,300 homes have been de-
stroyed, they want to do something about it. 
They want to help a neighbor in need. 

And so for all the great citizens of this won-
derful State who have heard the call to love 
a neighbor just like you would like to be 
loved yourself, who, when they see somebody 
who hurts, are willing to put their arm 
around a neighbor in need, I want to thank 
you from the bottom of our collective hearts. 

There are a lot of citizens who wonder 
what tomorrow is going to be like. And when 
a citizen provides a ray of hope, just a little 
bit of love, it brightens that person’s future. 
It’s amazing what nature has—we’ve seen the 
worst of nature. But when you go to these 
communities and you realize what’s taken 
place, you see the absolute best of mankind. 

For Californians who want to help, please 
do. Please know that some of your citizens 
hurt. Please help them any way you can. The 
Federal Government’s response is needed 
and necessary. I brought officials with me 
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just to make sure it’s active and vibrant. The 
State’s response is needed and necessary. But 
the truth of the matter is, the best response 
is the response you hear from the citizens 
whose lives have been affected, the re-
sponse—the refusal to give up, the notion 
that tomorrow can be a better day, the refusal 
to be defeated. And after all, that is the spirit 
of America, isn’t it? It’s a fabulous country 
because of the people who make up this 
country. And it’s my honor to represent this 
country. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
California, and may God bless America. 
Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:09 a.m. at Gil-
lespie Field. In his remarks, he referred to Gov-
ernor Gray Davis and Governor-elect Arnold 
Schwarzenegger of California; Bill Clayton, divi-
sion chief, California Department of Forestry; 
Mike Simpson, captain, San Diego County Rural 
Fire District; Jeff Bowman, fire chief, San Diego 
Fire-Rescue Department; William J. McCammon, 
chief, Alameda County Fire Department; Ernest 
Mitchell, chief, Pasadena Fire Department; and 
Steven L. Rucker, engineer, Novato Fire Protec-
tion District, who died on October 29 in San 
Diego County.

Remarks on Signing the Partial-Birth 
Abortion Ban Act of 2003
November 5, 2003

The President. Thank you very much. 
Good afternoon. I’m pleased that all of you 
have joined us as the Partial-Birth Abortion 
Ban Act of 2003 becomes the law of the land. 
For years, a terrible form of violence has 
been directed against children who are 
inches from birth, while the law looked the 
other way. Today, at last, the American peo-
ple and our Government have confronted the 
violence and come to the defense of the inno-
cent child. 

I want to thank you all for coming. Many 
of you have worked long and hard to see this 
bill come to fruition, and we thank you for 
your efforts. 

Audience member. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

The President. I see some members of 
my Cabinet have come. I appreciate the good 
work of the Attorney General, John Ashcroft. 

Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services Tommy Thompson is here. 
Thank you, Tommy. 

There are a lot of Members of the Senate 
and House here today. I want to thank you 
all for passing this important legislation. I’m 
glad you’re here. The primary Senate sponsor 
is with us, Senator Rick Santorum. Senator 
Orrin Hatch and Senator Mike DeWine 
helped as well in the Senate. Thank you all 
very much. Steve Chabot was the primary 
House sponsor, and Steve is with us. Thanks 
for coming, Steve. I’m thankful that our 
Speaker is with us today. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate you coming. The majority leader, 
Tom DeLay, as well—thank you for coming, 
Tom. I’d like to mention three other Mem-
bers of the House. Henry Hyde is with us 
today. Mr. Chairman, we appreciate you 
coming. Jim Oberstar is with us. Jim, thank 
you for being here, sir. I appreciate you com-
ing. Bart Stupak from Michigan is with us 
as well. Thanks for coming, Bart, glad you’re 
here. 

I appreciate His Eminence, Cardinal 
Egan, who’s with us today. Thank you very 
much, sir. 

In passing this legislation, Members of the 
House and Senate made a studied decision 
based upon compelling evidence. The best 
case against partial-birth abortion is a simple 
description of what happens and to whom 
it happens. It involves the partial delivery of 
a live boy or girl and a sudden, violent end 
of that life. Our Nation owes its children a 
different and better welcome. The bill I am 
about to sign protecting innocent new life 
from this practice reflects the compassion 
and humanity of America. 

In the course of the congressional debate, 
the facts became clear. Each year, thousands 
of partial-birth abortions are committed. As 
Dr. C. Everett Koop, the pediatrician and 
former Surgeon General, has pointed out, 
the majority of partial-birth abortions are not 
required by medical emergency. As Congress 
has found, the practice is widely regarded 
within the medical profession as unnecessary, 
not only cruel to the child but harmful to 
the mother and a violation of medical ethics. 

The facts about partial-birth abortion are 
troubling and tragic, and no lawyer’s brief 
can make them seem otherwise. By acting 
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